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Orpheus and Eurydice

There once lived a musician called Orpheus, who played
his lyre (instrument) so beautiflly that it would put a

spell on all who heard it. His music was so powerful that
it could turn bad men good and tame the wildest of beasts. &

One day, Orpheus met a beautiful woman whose
name was Eurydice. When she saw Orpheus playing
his lyre, her heart melted. They promptly fell in love
and were soon married.
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Not long after, Eurydice was walking through the woods when she tripped and
fell to the ground. From beneath a log slid a poisonous snake, which bit her,
killing her instantaneously.

Orpheus was devastated and could not bear the thought of life without his
wife, so he decided to try to bring Eurydice back to him. He set off to find
Hades, god of the underworld, to beg for Eurydice to be brought back to Life.
Hades was so moved by the music Orpheus played, that he set him a challenge:

T will let Eurydice follow you out of the underworld on one

condition. Whatever obstacles you face on your journey,

L0\

you must not look back at your wife. If you do,

she will forever stay here with me.

his wife back and thought this sounded
easy, so accepted the challenge at once!
Orpheus set off with his beautiful wife,
Eurydice, behind him.
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Soon he came to a huge wooden door, chained shut. He played a magical
tune and the door swung open and Orpheus carried on. He desperately
wanted to turn around to check on Eurydice but managed not to

Next, Orpheus found himself inside a dark room. He could hear heavy
breathing which quickly turned into a deep, rumbling growl and then
thunderous roar. Orpheus' heart pounded as he began to make out the
shape of a huge three-headed dog ahead of him.

In his terror, Orpheus forgot about 1 At once, the waters calmed. Orpheus’
Eurydice and panicked whether she 1 music had saved him again!
had also made it past the dog.

o e e bhepes Hostoo ords, | Orpheus listened for Eurgdice behind

him but could not hear her boat.
Eurydice would follow safely Without thinking, he turned around
if he did not look back. to look. Eurydice was there, sailing
towards him waving and smiling,
illing his heart with joy! Then it
+ happened. Eurydice's boat plunged
ownwards, under the water and in
heartbeat, she was gone.

Up ahead, Orpheus could see two boat:
on a river. He climbed into the first
boat and set sail. Orpheus could hear
Eurydice following him in the second
boat and smiled happily, knowing his
quest was nearly complete. Orpheus was distraught that Eurydice
1 had been lost to him again. He had
Imost succeeded, but his foolishness
ad cost him dearly. He never forgave
imself and played bitter, sad music

Suddenly, huge waves started to crash
against the boat, knocking Orpheus over:
He scrabbled around for his instrument.
and managed to strum out a single sound. |
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Questions

What musical instrument did Orpheus play?

. How did Eurydice die?

. Where did Orpheus go to try and get Eurydice back? Tick one.
O Orpheus travelled to heaven to beg Hades to bring her back to life.
O Orpheus travelled to the underworld to beg Cerberus to bring her back to Life.
O Orpheus travelled to the underworld to beg Hades to bring her back to life.
O Orpheus travelled to heaven to beg Cerberus to bring her back to lfe.

. Number the events from 1-3 to show the order that they happened in the story.

[] Oorpheus scrabbled around for his instrument and managed to strum out a single
sound and the waters calmed.

[[] orpheus played a magical tune and the door swung open.

[[] orpheus grabbed his lyre and, with trembling hands, he began to play to Cerberus.

. Orpheus was scared when he saw Cerberus. Find a sentence in the story that tells us this.

. Orpheus listened for Eurydice behind him but could not hear her boat.
At this point in the story, what advice would you give to Orpheus? Explain your answer.

. Orpheus thought his quest would be easy. Why did he fail?

. Compare the music that Orpheus played at the beginning of the story to the music he
played at the end.






 


 


 




     

