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Write your own questions about the extract. 
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An extract from The Weirdstone of Brisingamen

They lurched forward a few paces, spurred on by the sound of what was following all
too close behind, but then Susan staggered and collapsed against a fallen tree.

“I can't go on!" she sobbed. "My legs won't move."

“Oh yes you can! Only a few more yards!"

Colin had spotted a huge boulder sticking out of the swamp a little way up the hill
from where they were, and, if only they could reach it, it would offer more protection
than their present position, which could hardly be worse. He grabbed his sisters arm
and dragged her through the mud to the base of the rock.

“Now climb!"

And, while Susan hauled herself up to the flat summit, Colin put his back to the rock,
like a fox at bay turning to face the hunt.

The edge of the swamp was a mass of bodies. The rising moon shone on their leather
hides and was reflected in their eyes. Colin could see white shapes spreading out on
either side to encircle the rock: they were in no hurry now, for they knew that escape
‘was impossible.




image2.png
Colin climbed after his sister. He ached in every muscle and was trembling with fatigue.
When the circle was complete the creatures began to advance across the swamp,
moving easily over the mire on their splayed feet. Ever closer they came, till the rock
was surrounded.

From all sides at once the ropes came snaking through the air, as soft as silk, as strong
as iron, and clung to the children as though coated with glue; so that in no time at all
Colin and Susan fell helpless beneath the sticky coils, and over them swarmed the
mob, pinching and poking, and binding and trussing, until the children lay with only
their heads exposed, like two cocoons upon the rock.

But as they were being hoisted on to bony shoulders it seemed as though a miracle
happened. There was a flash, and the whole rock was lapped about by a lake of blue
fire. The children could feel no heat, but their captors fell, hissing and spitting, into the
swamp, and the ropes charred and crumbled into ash, while pandemonium broke
loose through all the assembly.

Then, from the darkness above, a voice rang out.
xtract from The Weirdstne o Brsingamen by Alan Garner <
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Independent Task

1

‘.while Susan hauled herself up to the flat summit.” What does this suggest
about how Susan was moving?

Find evidence from the text that tells us what time of day it is.
Where was the huge boulder Colin spotted?

How did the creatures form themselves around the children?
What evidence from the text suggests that Colin was tired?

After the flash, the whole rock was surrounded by what?




