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They stood about three feet high and were man-shaped, with thin, wiry bodies and
limbs, and broad, flat feet and hands. Their heads were large, having pointed ears
round saucer eyes, and gaping mouths which showed teeth. Some had pug-noses,
others thin snouts reaching to their chins. Their hides were generally of a fish-white
colour, though some were black, and all were practically hairless. Some held coils of
black rope, while out of one of the caves advanced a group carrying a net woven in the
shape of a spider's web.
For a second the children were rooted: but only for a second. Instinct took control of
their wits. They raced back along the dell and flung themselves through the gap into
the beech wood. Fingers clawed, and ropes hissed like snakes but they were through
and plunging down the slope in a flurry of dead leaves.

“Stop. Sue!” yelled Colin.

He realized that their only hope of escape lay in reaching open ground and the path
that led from Stormy Point to the road, where their longer legs might outdistance their
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Independent Task

1

What type of bird was watching Colin and Susan?

‘..a cry answered from among the rocks...”
What was the cry?

What did the strange figures look like? Find 2 things
What were the strange creatures carrying?
What did the children do when they saw the strange figures?

Why did the children want to get to an open space?
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An extract from The Weirdstone of Brisingamen

“It's the carrion crow that was round the farm after tea!” cried Susan.

“Talk sense! How can you tell it's the same one? There are probably dozens of them
about here.”

All the same, Colin did not like the way the bird sat hunched there so tensely, almost
eagerly: and they had to pass it if they wanted to regain the path. He took a step
forward, waved his arms in the air, and cried “Shoo!” in a voice that sounded woefully
thin and unfrightening.

The crow did not move.

Colin and Susan moved forward, longing to run, but held by the crow's eye. And as they
reached the centre of the dell the bird gave a loud, sharp croak. Immediately a cry
answered from among the rocks, and out of the shadows on either side of the children
rose a score of outlandish figures.




