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	Measuring Angles


Look for the upside down ‘T’ in the middle of the straight line on your protractor.  
[image: Protractor]This needs to be exactly on the vertex of your angle.
  



	Remember to…
1) Hold the protractor so that the numbers are the correct way round

2) Put the middle point of the protractor onto the vertex of the angle to be measured

3) Rotate the protractor until a line of the angle is in line with the baseline on the protractor

4) Use the scale (inside or outside) that starts at 0 at the open end of the angle

5) Identify where the second line of the angle sits on the scale
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Names of Angles
As the Angle Increases, the Name Changes:
	Type of Angle
	Description

	Acute Angle
	an angle that is less than 90°

	Right Angle
	an angle that is 90° exactly

	Obtuse Angle
	an angle that is greater than 90° but
less than 180°

	Straight Angle
	an angle that is 180° exactly

	Reflex Angle
	an angle that is greater than 180°


[image: types of angle]
Be Careful What You Measure
	[image: Obtuse Angle]
	[image: Reflex Angle]

	This is an Obtuse Angle
	And this is a Reflex Angle

	 

	But the lines are the same ... so when naming the angles make sure 
that you know which angle is being asked for! 



	[image: http://www.mathsisfun.com/geometry/images/angle-types-together.gif]In One Diagram 
This diagram might make it easier to remember:
Also: Acute, Obtuse and Reflex are in alphabetical order.   
	


[image: http://www.mathsisfun.com/geometry/images/angle.gif] 
Parts of an Angle
The corner point of an angle is called the vertex
And the two straight sides are called arms
The angle is the amount of turn between each arm.
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