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Characters
Favia

A natural leader, intrepid Flavia is of the equites Roman class and is clever, tenacious and
oftentimes a cunning young girl. Her father relies upon her and her friends are persuaded by her.
Using ‘imagination and reason’ to solve crimes, she is a true detective. Flawed, she can be a litle.
thoughtless, jealous and bossy, but she is inherently and instinctively humane, kind-hearted and
sympathetic to those around her.

Jonathan

Asthmatic Jonathan is a source of thoughtful cheeriness and provides much of the humorous
bravado in the story. Like Flavia, he is brave, quick-witted and caring. Unlike Flavia, he does not
agree with the idea of slaves. Indeed, his conversations with Flavia sometimes act as a platform for
the author to present themes that run through the novel, for example the idea of trust, responsibility
and religion. Jewish by birth, he is treated as an outcast by many after his family converted to
Christianity — historically considered a radical sect.

Nubia

Abeautiful and graceful African slave bought by Flavia with her birthday money with the intention
of caring for her and then setting her free. Little is known of Nubia’s history, but itis evident she has.
an instinctive intellect for the morality and intentions of others as well as having a spiritual affinity.
with animals — qualities that have saved the four young detectives on more than one occasion.

Lupus

A pitiable creature, Lupus — the Roman word for ‘wolf’ - lives on the street and as a result is able to
live on his wits. Little is known of his history too although it obviously involved violence since he
has had his tongue cut out. It is soon discovered that he is a bright boy and a talented artist. He too
is a flawed character since he surprisingly takes the opportunity to steal gold from Flavia when she
kindly invited him to stay. He is quickly forgiven though after Jonathan’s wise father, Mordecai,
explains to the children why he behaved the way he did.
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